
IPF MOURNS THE PASSING OF JÖRN
THIEDE

The International Polar Foundation mourns the passing of one of the giants of polar research.

Prof. Jörn Thiede (1941-2021), Honorary Member of the International Polar Foundation (from 2002), passed
away this summer. The IPF lost an adviser and friend who had guided the Foundation from its early
formative period. 

Despite being the Director for many years of the Alfred Wegener Institute in Bremerhaven, one of the
foremost polar research establishments in the world, he remained always very approachable and humble.
Many young scientists will remember him as having been instrumental in helping them find their way in the
world of polar research.

His palaeogeological work on ocean sediments inspired many to follow and opened up the exploration of
longer time series on climate than those offered by the studies of ice cores. The number of expeditions he
actively participated in would require several volumes to recount.   

Jörn Thiede was the recipient of many awards and tokens of recognition for the valuable contribution he
made to Polar research. The GEOMAR Institute, which he helped to found at the University of Kiel,
mentions his numerous achievements in their obituary notice:

https://www.awi.de/en/
https://www.geomar.de/en/
https://www.geomar.de/en/news/article/trauer-um-joern-thiede


ransform:none;white-space:normal;widows:2;word-spacing:0px;"> The Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Prize of
the DFG (1988), the Cross of Merit on Ribbon of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany
(1995), honorary citizenship of the city of Bremerhaven (2010), the International Willy Brandt Prize (2011),
the Murchison Medal of the Geological Society (London), the Grand Prix d`Océanographie of the Fondation
Rainier III de Monaco, the Chevalier de l’ordre national du Mérite, France as well as the Honorary Fellow
of the EUG and Honorary Doctorates of the University of Gothenburg, Sweden and St. Petersburg State
University,  member of the Academy of Sciences and Literature Mainz (1991), member of the National
Academy Leopoldina (from 2007),  member of the Royal Norwegian Academy of Sciences, the Academy of
Natural Sciences - Russian Federation, the Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS), the Royal Danish Academy
of Sciences, and the Academia Europaea.

Prof. Thiede was truly international in spirit and deed. He worked assiduously to bring together scientists
from all over the World, including during the International Polar Year 2007-2009, in which he played a key
role. 

Despite his numerous projects and activities, he still managed to find the time to participate in the Arctic
Futures Symposium held by IPF and its many Arctic stakeholder partners, and to Chair the Committee of the
Baillet Latour Antarctica Fellowship, which awarded the largest single biennial prize to young scientists
wishing to carry out research in the Antarctic.

A truly great man, a visionary scientist, who lived life with humour and energy.  He will be greatly missed
by many. 
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